The Smith Fund Proposal
The Alan H. Smith Fund was created to support research and study by graduate students in the Yale Department of Anthropology.  It does this in two ways.  First, it provides one or more Alan H. Smith Fellowships annually; these partially or entirely substitute for Graduate School stipends that the recipients would receive otherwise.  Second, it provides supports for pre-dissertation and dissertation field research, where “research” is broadly construed to include broadly to include primary data collection at one or more field sites plus additional data processing and analysis that takes place elsewhere and that is an integral part of thesis research (e.g., lab analysis of archaeological or biological samples).  Two general categories of research support exist, the first of which pertains to support guaranteed to all students in good academic standing and the second of which will provide supplementary or “last resort” funding to students in good standing who have exhausted other sources of departmental and non-departmental funding:
1. Guaranteed funding. All graduate students in Anthropology will be eligible for up to $3,000 from the Smith Fund for pre-dissertation research and/or dissertation research during the course of their graduate careers.  
2. Supplemntary (non-guaranteed) funding: In decreasing order of priority with regard to fund allocation,

a. All graduate students in Anthropology will be eligible to apply for up to an additional $5,000 in “supplementary” funding from the Smith Fund for pre-dissertation research during their first two summers in the program.  

b. Students who have returned from primary fieldwork and either need to return for short follow-up visits or to analyze data/materials collected during primary fieldwork along the lines of “research” noted above will be eligible to apply for up to $5,000 for these purposes.
c. Students will be eligible to apply for up to $10,000 to support primary research in cases where they are ineligible for other sources of Yale funding from extra-departmental sources.

Applicants for research support should complete the Smith Fund research proposal form available on the Departmental website and attach a proposal, no more than three pages double spaced, that outlines their project and justifies their request.  They should also provide a fully itemized budget documenting estimated costs and indicate that they have made all related necessary preparations (e.g., made contacts with local scholars or authorities, obtained research permission/visas) have been made.  The signature of the applicant's committee chairperson is required.  They should submit this information electronically to the Departmental Registrar and to the DGS. 

Research funds will be considered by a faculty committee once each semester.  The fall deadline is November 1 and the spring deadline is April 1; decisions will be announced shortly thereafter.  Normally funds will be allocated for travel and living expenses associated with visits to field research sites, archives, library or museum collections, or (for students in the process of completing their dissertations and seeking employment) to give papers at academic conferences.  Requests for purchase of equipment (such as cameras and tape recorders) will not be considered.

